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Big surprise:
County might
build new arena

But council members weren't aware issue was among '07 projects to disCuss «raess
TODAY'S TOP STORY = INDOOR VENUE

Montgomery to consider new arena

County Council unaware
that building an indoor
multipurpose center was on
list of potential "07 projects
ByDenalevitz
Examiner Staif Writer

Buried at the bottom of a prelim-
inary list of Montgomery County
legislative priorities, County Coun-
cil members were surprised Tues-
day Lo see an ilem about n new mul-
tiparpose arena.

Its a project thats certain-
Iy not on the books, let alone one

the counedl planned ta try to fund
in 2007, the year to which the list
pertained. But it's incladed at least
a8 a possible project lor discussion
purpases, something that particu-
larly perplexed Council Member
Marilyn Praisner.

“It's hard to believe that they pat
it om there without sharing it with
uny council member” she sabd dur
ing the meoting,

Melanie Wenger, the director
of the office of intergovernmen-
tal affairs, explained that coun-
ty economic development leaders
nre having a feasibility study done
to see whether a large indoor fa-
cility would help the county when
it eomes to events like lnrge high
school graduations.

“This is extremely preliminary,”

Wonger said.

She noted that all she knows s
that the study is same type of a
jolnt effort between the Maryviand
Stadium Authority and economic
development department for the
county.

The graduation vesue lssue is
ona that has gotten progressively
bigger, along with Lhe sizes of kigh
school classes in the county,

Parents at Montgomery Blair
High School in Silver Epring, one
of the achools with the most vocal
concerns about outgrowing past
venues, have even pushed for ad.
ministrators to allow for the use of
a larger religious facility, Jericho
City of Praise Church in Prince
George's County. But their efforts
o far have beon pebuffed.
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Numerows calls to the Maryland
Stadium Authority and to various
bers of the ec ic develop-
ment department about the scope
af the arenn study were not re-
turned Tuesdsy.

Currently, the county's most
high-profile arena is The Mu-
sic Conter at Strathmare, which
opened [n 2005 The state-of-
the-art concert hall adjscont te
the Grovesnor/Strathmore Met-
ro stop holds just less than 2000
seats, Bul mest Montgomery Coun-
ty high schoaols have bean using the
1,500-seat Daughters of the Amer-
ican Revolution Constitution Hall
in the District. The Jericho Cen-
tior, which was nsed o few vesrs ago,
holds close te 10,000 people.
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